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What is the body? How was it culturally constructed, conceived, and cultivated before and after the advent of
rationalism and modern science? This interdisciplinary study elaborates a cultural genealogy of the body and
its legacies to modernity by tracing its crucial redefinition from a live anatomical entity to disembodied,
mechanical and virtual analogs.
The study ranges from Baroque, pre-Cartesian interpretations of body and embodiment, to the Cartesian
elaboration of ontological difference and mind-body dualism, and it concludes with the parodic and violent
aftermath of this legacy to the French Enlightenment. It engages work by philosophical authors such as
Montaigne, Descartes and La Mettrie, as well as literary works by d'Urfé, Corneille and the Marquis de Sade.
The examination of sexuality and the emergence of sexual difference as a dominant mode of embodiment are
central to the book's overall design. The work is informed by philosophical accounts of the body (Nietzsche,
Foucault, Merleau-Ponty), by feminist theory (Butler, Irigaray, Bordo), as well as by literary and cultural
historians (Scarry, Stewart, Bynum, etc.) and historians of science (Canguilhem, Pagel, and Temkin), among
others. It will appeal to scholars of literature, philosophy, French studies, critical theory, feminist theory,
cultural historians and historians of science and technology.
Dalia Judovitz is Professor of French, Emory University. She is also author of Unpacking Duchamp: Art in
Transit and Subjectivity and Representation in Decartes: The Origins of Modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Orville Norman:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Culture of the Body: Genealogies of
Modernity (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) will make you to be smarter. You can
feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Juan Hinkson:

Often the book The Culture of the Body: Genealogies of Modernity (The Body, In Theory: Histories of
Cultural Materialism) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The
Culture of the Body: Genealogies of Modernity (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Jessie Loudermilk:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find e-book that need more time to be read. The Culture of the Body: Genealogies of Modernity (The
Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual
who have those short free time problems.

Beth French:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This reserve The Culture of the Body: Genealogies of Modernity (The Body, In Theory:
Histories of Cultural Materialism) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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