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The chief mandate of the criminal justice system is not to prosecute the guilty but to safeguard the innocent
from wrongful convictions; with this startling assertion, legal scholar George Thomas launches his critique
of the U.S. system and its emphasis on procedure at the expense of true justice.

Thomas traces the history of jury trials, an important component of the U.S. justice system, since the
American Founding. In the mid-twentieth century, when it became evident that racism and other forms of
discrimination were corrupting the system, the Warren Court established procedure as the most important
element of criminal justice. As a result, police, prosecutors, and judges have become more concerned about
following rules than about ensuring that the defendant is indeed guilty as charged. Recent cases of prisoners
convicted of crimes they didn't commit demonstrate that such procedural justice cannot substitute for
substantive justice.

American justices, Thomas concludes, should take a lesson from the French, who have instituted, among
other measures, the creation of an independent court to review claims of innocence based on new evidence.
Similar reforms in the United States would better enable the criminal justice system to fulfill its moral and
legal obligation to prevent wrongful convictions.

"Thomas draws on his extensive knowledge of the field to elaborate his elegant and important thesis---that
the American system of justice has lost sight of what ought to be its central purpose---protection of the
innocent."
—Susan Bandes, Distinguished Research Professor of Law, DePaul University College of Law

"Thomas explores how America's adversary system evolved into one obsessed with procedure for its own
sake or in the cause of restraining government power, giving short shrift to getting only the right guy. His
stunning, thought-provoking, and unexpected recommendations should be of interest to every citizen who
cares about justice."
—Andrew E. Taslitz, Professor of Law, Howard University School of Law

"An unflinching, insightful, and powerful critique of American criminal justice---and its deficiencies. George
Thomas demonstrates once again why he is one of the nation's leading criminal procedure scholars. His
knowledge of criminal law history and comparative criminal law is most impressive."
—Yale Kamisar, Distinguished Professor of Law, University of San Diego and Clarence Darrow
Distinguished University Professor Emeritus of Law, University of Michigan
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Watson:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Supreme Court on Trial: How the American Justice System Sacrifices
Innocent Defendants book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer involving The Supreme Court on Trial: How the American Justice System Sacrifices
Innocent Defendants content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The
Supreme Court on Trial: How the American Justice System Sacrifices Innocent Defendants is not loveable to
be your top record reading book?

Brenda Blackmer:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Supreme Court on Trial: How the American Justice
System Sacrifices Innocent Defendants as the daily resource information.

James Alvarez:

The book untitled The Supreme Court on Trial: How the American Justice System Sacrifices Innocent
Defendants contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read
the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Ronald Stallings:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Supreme Court on Trial: How the
American Justice System Sacrifices Innocent Defendants is simple to develop you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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