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Can there be a parallel between psychic illness in individuals and the psychopathology of a whole society?
"The Rage for Utopia" is a cross-disciplinary work that weaves psychology, history and sociology into a
continuous fabric, and assails many a sacred cow in western life. Ronald Conway examines the obsessive
social behaviour of western society in the light of its long-term psychological and ecological consequences.
He traces much of the physical unrest and mental disturbance in affluent western communities to a vain quest
for an earthly paradise, showing how a longing for the kingdom of God on earth was gradually transformed
into the secular scientific and commercial strivings of our own time. These have produced dazzling
technologies at the cost of life on a human, natural scale, while threatening the whole planet with desolation
due to nationalistic pride, greed and waste. Selecting a wide range of examples of obsession and compulsion
in western intellectual, political and institutional behaviour, Conway tries to show how the rage for earthly
perfection can produce forms of social neurosis which masquerade under noble abstractions we call
"freedom", "progress", "democracy" and "equal rights", all of which have ceased to be reasonable ideals and
have turned into new forms of idolatry. To distract ourselves and to drown our dread of the future, we plunge
into ever louder, more glittering forms of industry and entertainment. "The Rage for Utopia" explodes the
vision of reality accepted by most western people and argues that our problems lie not in the world but in our
false perceptions of it. Conway ends on a note of spiritual hope and optimism by suggesting ways out of the
obsessively created maze of structures in which western societies have lost themselves. Ronald Conway has
spent half a lifetime dealing with psychological suffering as a way of spotlighting aspects of western history
and society in terms of people's most grotesque mistakes and deepest longings. He asserts that each
individual contains the answers to the world's anxieties in microcosm if only they had the wit to see it.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

This The Rage for Utopia: Obsession and Civilization (A Susan Haynes book) book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. That The Rage for Utopia: Obsession and Civilization (A Susan
Haynes book) without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't become worry The Rage for Utopia: Obsession and Civilization (A Susan Haynes book) can bring
once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Rage for Utopia: Obsession and Civilization (A Susan Haynes book)
having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Thomas Jones:

This The Rage for Utopia: Obsession and Civilization (A Susan Haynes book) usually are reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Rage for Utopia: Obsession
and Civilization (A Susan Haynes book) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Rage for Utopia: Obsession and Civilization (A
Susan Haynes book) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Kevin Pinkney:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Rage for Utopia: Obsession and Civilization (A
Susan Haynes book), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Joshua Stpierre:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,



except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
The Rage for Utopia: Obsession and Civilization (A Susan Haynes book).
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