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Tourism is both an important component of modern life and a highly lucrative industry for many countries,
yet its importance has been generally unrecognized in the academic arena. In The Tourist Gaze John Urry
examines the concept of tourism from a sociological perspective, demonstrating that tourism is a unique and
central element in contemporary society. With his primary focus on the changing nature of tourism, Urry
reveals its connection to the broader cultural changes of postmodernism. The Tourist Gaze is essential
reading not only for scholars and researchers in sociology, but to all those interested in the social, cultural,
and geographical analysis of contemporary society. "It is a readable and stimulating account of many aspects
of the sociology of contemporary tourism. . . .shows very wide reading and a good deal of critical reflection
on personal experience. . . .covers a wide diversity of topics, with fascinating anecdotes and examples. . .
.For anybody interested academically or professionally in tourism (and indeed in contemporary society), this
book is well worth reading. It should give you lots of ideas, challenge several of your preconceptions and
help keep you up to date with intellectual fashions." --Environment and Planning B: Planning and Design
"Provocative . . . . Comprehensive . . . . Trendy . . . . In reading through the author's analysis of these
tourisms and the industry that has emerged to serve them, one has the feeling of being brought up to date on
all the latest developments. . . . Readers should find something of value in this forward-looking book." --
Tourism Management "... a very sensible and down-to-earth analysis of social restructuring. . . .Most
obviously it is a useful overview for students of tourism and recreation whether sociologists, geographers or
on specialist courses." --Area "This broad-ranging and accessible book will be essential reading not only to
scholars and researchers in the sociology of leisure and consumption but to all those interested in the social,
cultural and geographical analysis of contemporary society." --Espaces & Societes "Applause is due to John
Urry. He has taken tourism seriously. And he has written a book that will help guide a new generation of
enquiry on the topic. The author presents what, for geographers unfamiliar with recent sociological writings,
is an illuminating and stimulating amalgam of concepts drawn from the traditions of semiotics, political
economy and analysis of deviance. . . .useful. . . .interesting commentaries. . . .important. . . .provocative. . .
.exciting. . . .insightful." --Progress in Human Geography
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From reader reviews:

Bruce England:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Tourist Gaze: Leisure and Travel in
Contemporary Societies (Theory, Culture and Society Series) will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which
open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Clifford Jones:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Tourist Gaze: Leisure and
Travel in Contemporary Societies (Theory, Culture and Society Series) book because book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you know.

Rudy Hendren:

This book untitled The Tourist Gaze: Leisure and Travel in Contemporary Societies (Theory, Culture and
Society Series) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store
or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker
to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this book from your list.

Malcolm Thurmond:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Tourist Gaze: Leisure and Travel in Contemporary
Societies (Theory, Culture and Society Series) why because the excellent cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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