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In this biography of the noted French philosopher and theol ogian Jean Gerson, the first since 1929, Brian
Patrick McGuire presents a compelling portrait of Gerson as a voice of reason and Christian humanism
during atime of great intellectual and social tumult in the late Middle Ages.

Born to a peasant father and mother in the county of Champagne, Gerson (1363-1429) was the first of
twelve children. He overcame his modest beginnings to become a scholastic and vernacular theologian, a
university intellectual, and a church reformer.

McGuire shows us the turning points in Gerson’s life, including his crisis of faith after becoming chancellor
of the University of Parisin 1395.

Through these key moments, we see the deeper undercurrents of his mystical writings. With their rich
display of spiritual and emotional life, these writings were to earn Gerson the appellation “ doctor
christianissimus.” In turn, they would influence many later thinkers, including Nicholas of Cusa, Ignatius of
Loyola, Francis de Sales, and even Martin Luther.

Gerson is aman perhaps easier to admire than to love: conscientious to afault, at once a pragmatist and an
idealist in church palitics, a university intellectual who both fostered and distrusted the religious aspirations
of the laity, a powerful prelate who moved among the great yet never forgot his peasant origins, a self-
revealing yet intensely private man who yearned for intimacy almost as much as he feared it.

McGuire ably situates Gerson in the context of his age, an age replete with doctrinal controversies and the
politics of papal schism on the eve of the Protestant Reformation. Gerson emerges as a proponent of dialogue
and discussion, committed to reforming the church from within. His courageous effort to renew the unity of a
unigue civilization bears examination in our own time.
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From reader reviews:
Joshua Johnson:

As people who livein the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Jean Gerson and the Last
Medieval Reformation is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Harriet Blum:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Jean Gerson and the Last Medieval
Reformation, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of
hang typeisit? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Kimberly Spradlin:

Jean Gerson and the Last Medieval Reformation can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving hig’her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Jean Gerson and
the Last Medieval Reformation but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Mason Childress:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Jean Gerson and the Last Medieval
Reformation can give you alot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have point
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Jean Gerson and the Last
Medieval Reformation.
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