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An unprecedented analysis of the crucial but underexplored roles the United States and other nations
have played in shaping Syria’s ongoing civil war

Most accounts of Syria’s brutal, long-lasting civil war focus on a domestic contest that began in 2011 and
only later drew foreign nations into the escalating violence. Christopher Phillips argues instead that the
international dimension was never secondary but that Syria’s war was, from the very start, profoundly
influenced by regional factors, particularly the vacuum created by a perceived decline of U.S. power in the
Middle East. This precipitated a new regional order in which six external protagonists—the United States,
Russia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Qatar—have violently competed for influence, with Syria a key
battleground. 

Drawing on a plethora of original interviews, Phillips constructs a new narrative of Syria’s war. Without
absolving the brutal Bashar al-Assad regime, the author untangles the key external factors which explain the
acceleration and endurance of the conflict, including the West’s strategy against ISIS. He concludes with
some insights on Syria and the region's future.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brown:

The book The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book The
Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book The Battle for Syria:
International Rivalry in the New Middle East. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Joann Huertas:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Battle for Syria: International
Rivalry in the New Middle East is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Stephen Stovall:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New
Middle East why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Jennifer Pittman:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This book The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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