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The Spitzer Space Observatory, originally known as the Space Infrared Telescope Facility (SIRTF), is the
last of the four “Great Observatories”, which also include the Hubble Space Telescope, the Chandra X-ray
Observatory, and the Compton Gamma Ray Observatory. Developed over twenty years and dubbed the
“Infrared Hubble", Spitzer was launched in the summer of 2003 and has since contributed significantly to
our understanding of the universe. George Rieke played a key role in Spitzer and now relates the story of
how that observatory was built and launched into space. Telling the story of this single mission within the
context of NASA space science over two turbulent decades, he describes how, after a tortuous political trail
to approval, Spitzer was started at the peak of NASA’s experiment with streamlining and downsizing its
mission development process, termed “faster better cheaper.” Up to its official start and even afterward,
Spitzer was significant not merely in terms of its scientific value but because it stood at the center of major
changes in space science policy and politics. Through interviews with many of the project participants, Rieke
reconstructs the political and managerial process by which space missions are conceived, approved, and
developed. He reveals that by the time Spitzer had been completed, a number of mission failures had
undermined faith in “faster-better-cheaper” and a more conservative approach was imposed. Rieke examines
in detail the premises behind “faster better cheaper,” their strengths and weaknesses, and their ultimate
impact within the context of NASA’s continuing search for the best way to build future missions. Rieke’s
participant’s perspective takes readers inside Congress and NASA to trace the progress of missions prior to
the excitement of the launch, revealing the enormously complex and often disheartening political process
that needs to be negotiated. He also shares some of the new observations and discoveries made by Spitzer in
just its first year of operation. As the only book devoted to the Spitzer mission, The Last of the Great
Observatories is a story at the nexus of politics and science, shedding new light on both spheres as it
contemplates the future of mankind’s exploration of the universe.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Hood:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its
protect may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic
as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be The Last of the Great Observatories: Spitzer and the
Era of Faster, Better, Cheaper at NASA why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Leonard Palmer:

The book untitled The Last of the Great Observatories: Spitzer and the Era of Faster, Better, Cheaper at
NASA contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
written by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it.
Have a nice learn.

Ann Morgan:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Last of the Great Observatories: Spitzer
and the Era of Faster, Better, Cheaper at NASA is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jack Lacasse:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book The Last of the Great Observatories: Spitzer and the Era of Faster, Better, Cheaper at NASA we can get
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read
a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life with this book The Last of the Great Observatories: Spitzer and the Era of Faster, Better, Cheaper at
NASA. You can more inviting than now.
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