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In October 1996, a motley crew of ageing Marxists and unemployed youth coalesced to revolt against
Mobutu Seso Seko, president of Zaire/Congo since 1965. Backed by a Rwanda-led regional coalition that
drew support from Asmara to Luanda, the rebels of the AFDL marched over 1500 kilometers in seven
months to crush the dictatorship. To the Congolese rebels and their Pan-Africanist allies, the vanquishing of
the Mobutu regime represented nothing short of a 'second independence' for Congo and Central Africa as a
whole and the dawning of a new regional order of peace and security. Within fifteen months, however,
Central Africa's 'liberation peace' would collapse, triggering a cataclysmic fratricide between the heroes of
the war against Mobutu and igniting the deadliest conflict since World War II. Uniquely drawing on
hundreds of interviews with protagonists from Congo, Rwanda, Angola, Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Eritrea,
South Africa, Belgium, France, the UK and the US, Why Comrades Go To War offers a novel theoretical
and empirical account of Africa's Great War. It argues that the seeds of Africa's Great War were sown in the
revolutionary struggle against Mobutu-the way the revolution came together, the way it was organized, and,
paradoxically, the very way it succeeded. In particular, the book argues that the overthrow of Mobutu proved
a Pyrrhic victory because the protagonists ignored the philosophy of Julius Nyerere, the father of Africa's
liberation movements: they put the gun before the unglamorous but essential task of building the domestic
and regional political institutions and organizational structures necessary to consolidate peace after
revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Jones:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Why Comrades Go to War:
Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Why
Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict become your own
personal starter.

Sheila Rivera:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Why
Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict provide you with
new experience in looking at a book.

Scott Tucker:

Beside that Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict in
your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and the
Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!

Armando Morris:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and
the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you



to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation
Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict can to be your brand new friend when you're sense
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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