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"Career waitresses do more than just serve food. They are part psychiatrist, part grandmother, part friend,
and they serve every walk of American life: from the retired and the widowed, to the wounded and the
lonely, and from the working class to the wealthy. The classic diner waitress is an icon of American culture. .
. . This book takes a moment to honor and recognize waitresses' contribution to our communities. Doing this
project has helped me to redefine my perspective on life, work, and happiness. It has made me reevaluate the
myth of the American dream that says you need to have an 'important' job to be happy."?from Counter
CultureIn large cities and small towns across the country, the best diners and coffee shops are more than just
restaurants: they are neighborhood institutions that bring together communities. From the Gold 'N Silver Inn
in Reno, Nevada to the U.S.A. Country Diner in Windsor, New Jersey, these special places are not defined
by their menus or décor, but by the waitresses who have establish bonds with their customers and their
communities over years-and sometimes decades-of service. Counter Culture is a window into the lives of
career waitresses who have worked in diners and coffee shops for up to sixty years. Since 2001, Candacy A.
Taylor (a former waitress herself) has traveled more than 26,000 miles throughout the United States
collecting stories of these "lifers," as many waitresses aged fifty or over playfully call themselves. She
interviewed fifty-seven waitresses in thirty-eight towns and cities. Their compelling stories are
complemented and enhanced by Taylor's striking color photographs of the waitresses at work.Taylor
expected that the waitresses she'd meet would feel overworked and underappreciated, but was surprised and
delighted to find that the opposite was true. The proud, capable waitresses Taylor interviewed loved their
jobs and, even if given the opportunity, "wouldn't do anything else." Nearly all the waitresses said that the
physical labor of waitressing helped them to age more gracefully and that the daily contact with customers
and coworkers kept them socially engaged. Lifers generally make more money from serving regular
customers with whom they forge bonds over decades and their seniority earns them respect from their
coworkers and managers. Taylor's sensitive and respectful portrayal of career waitresses who have turned
their jobs into a rewarding lifetime pursuit turns Counter Culture into an invaluable portrait of the continued
importance of community in our changing society.
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From reader reviews:

Ollie Johnson:

Here thing why this Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress are different and trustworthy to
be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is
no e-book that similar with Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Counter
Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress in e-book can be your option.

Alfred Greenwell:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress as
the daily resource information.

Robert Mills:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Counter Culture: The American Coffee Shop Waitress why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Ernestine Pagan:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Counter Culture: The
American Coffee Shop Waitress which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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