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In the first six hundred years of the Common Era, Jewish scholars used several different methods to review
and commentate on earlier rabbis’ understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures. By about 200 CE, these
perspectives had been recorded and gathered together to form the Midrash (which is now the first section of
the Torah.)

Midrash is more than a book, however. Midrash as a process defines the way Judaism reads scripture.
Rabbinic Midrash—as set forth in canonical documents from rabbinical sages in the first 600 years
CE—mediates scripture to those who, by faith, meet God in the whole Torah of Sinai, oral and written.

Judaism and the Interpretation of Scripture introduces the Rabbinic Midrash compilations and their theology,
exploring the effects of this written/oral tradition on Judaism’s interpretation of Scripture. It also acts as an
introduction to Neusner’s twelve-volume translation and commentary The Rabbinic Midrash. Judaism and
the Interpretation of Scripture draws on sample texts from each of the major works within the large corpus of
The Rabbinic Midrash, providing ample illustrations from that work with detailed explanations of the
hermeneutics of the rabbis. The book offers beginners as well as more seasoned readers fascinating insights
into Jewish scriptural interpretation and understanding.

"Jacob Neusner is the most productive and creative scholars of rabbinic Judaism of recent times. He has
transformed our understanding of the history, literature and theology of ancient Judaism. No scholar has
done more to illuminate not only the logic of its documents but also the piety of its rabbinic authors. How
does he achieve this? He insists on a clear, logical and critical approach to the sources: ‘what we can’t show
we don’t know’. But he also looks for the ‘problematic’, the critical agenda that drives each document or
collection. Under that scrutiny emerge an array of ‘statements’ of the Judaism of the Two Torahs. And
underlying all these ‘statements’ emerges a profound piety that defines the essence of Judaism’s view of
God, Israel and the world.

"This huge intellectual achievement is illustrated in this book through a characteristically lucid analysis of
midrashic documents, each treatment illuminating various aspects of ‘how Judaism reads scripture’: a book
that shows its author not just as a fine scholar but also a profound theologian and a first rate teacher."
—Philip Davies, Professor of Religious Studies, University of Sheffield
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From reader reviews:

Catrina Hall:

The actual book Judaism and the Interpretation of Scripture: Introduction to the Rabbinic Midrash will bring
you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Judaism and the Interpretation of
Scripture: Introduction to the Rabbinic Midrash is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Ruth Michel:

The publication untitled Judaism and the Interpretation of Scripture: Introduction to the Rabbinic Midrash is
the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Judaism and the Interpretation of
Scripture: Introduction to the Rabbinic Midrash from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.

Lenore Cortez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Judaism and the Interpretation of Scripture:
Introduction to the Rabbinic Midrash it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Linda Howard:

You will get this Judaism and the Interpretation of Scripture: Introduction to the Rabbinic Midrash by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you
get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date.
Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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