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This novel is the classic of Satanism. It caused a sensation when it first appeared in 1891 because of its
extraordinarily detailed and vivid descriptions of the Black Mass. These descriptions are also authentic, for J.
K. Huysmans, who has been called the greatest of the French decadents, had firsthand knowledge of the
satanic practices, witch cults, and the whole of the occult underworld thriving in late nineteenth-century
Paris.
At its center is Durtal, a writer obsessed with the life of one of the blackest figures in history, Gilles de Rais.
The legendary crimes, trial, and confession of this grotesque fifteenth-century child murderer, sadist,
necrophile, and practitioner of all the black arts unfold in episode after horrifying episode. Mystical thematic
threads connect this greatest of all revelers in evil with Durtal's own passionate pursuit, the reflection of a
religious quest that was to lead Huysmans from uncertain agnosticism back to Catholicism.
Durtal, the mouthpiece for the strange personality of Huysmans, leads a hermit-like existence cloistered from
his fashionable contemporaries. Surrounding him are others equally cut off, sharing a nostalgic longing for
the Middle Ages. There is a simply religious bell-ringer, a learned astrologer, a medical doctor versed in
homeopath and occult lore, and a fourth person — a sheltered, unsatisfied bourgeois by day and mysterious
succubus by night. They take refuge where they can from the forces of modern times — in a bell tower, in
abstruse knowledge, and in diabolism.
Huysmans' ability to mesmerize his readers with torrents of sound and image is itself suspiciously akin to the
magic arts. His intoxication with the abominable and the depraved is magnified by his extreme sensitivity.
He combines grimly realistic detail with esoteric knowledge, and searches relentlessly for the divine in the
depths of evil and in the furthest reaches of human experience. The republication of this novel, along with
the previous publication of Against the Grain, will make his works accessible to the larger audience that will
surely find them both important and fascinating, as have Oscar Wilde, Havelock Ellis, and many other major
literary figures.
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From reader reviews:

Rolando Gil:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled La-Bas (Down There). Try to the actual book
La-Bas (Down There) as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

John Espitia:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be read. La-Bas (Down There) can be your answer since it can be
read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Richard Moyer:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This La-Bas (Down There) is simple to
create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Jocelyn Harper:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This La-Bas (Down There) can be the answer, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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