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Winner of the "DOST" ("Friend") Award from the Turkish Women's Cultural Association of
Istanbul (TURKKAD) for "universal excellence" in Islamic Studies D. A. Spellberg's innovative reading
of the life of 'A'isha bint Abi Bakr (d. 678), the Prophet Muhammad's most beloved and controversial wife,
has become a classic guide to a foundational figure in Islam. Rather than recount 'A'isha's tale
chronologically, Spellberg builds a textual and contextual biography from multiple medieval, contesting
sources, which depict various interpretations of 'A'isha's life and their impact on the changing status of
women in early Islam. 'A'isha's historical legacy straddles the divide between emerging Sunni majority and
Shi`i minority visions of the proper role of women in the medieval period. Debates in both communities over
an accusation of adultery against 'A'isha as a wife and her bold political engagement as a widow in the first
civil war of 656 CE continue to reveal bitter sectarian differences within the Islamic community. Joint
Sunni-Shi`i condemnation of 'A'isha's political actions also demonstrate the ongoing, exclusively male
control of Islamic discourse. In her new introduction, Spellberg follows renewed interest in 'A'isha among
both Muslim women and men, who now promote a positive reinterpretation of her political precedent. Yet in
recent Western fictional accounts, Spellberg argues, 'A'isha's fame has grown only through renewed
controversy without an additional understanding of her true historical importance.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Medina:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Politics,
Gender, and the Islamic Past: The Legacy of 'A'isha bint Abi Bakr is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Christopher Jaeger:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Politics, Gender,
and the Islamic Past: The Legacy of 'A'isha bint Abi Bakr suitable to you? The actual book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Politics, Gender, and the Islamic Past: The Legacy
of 'A'isha bint Abi Bakris the main one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Latashia Bartlett:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Politics,
Gender, and the Islamic Past: The Legacy of 'A'isha bint Abi Bakr, you are able to tells your family, friends
and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Michael Hollinger:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book Politics, Gender, and the Islamic Past: The Legacy of 'A'isha bint Abi Bakr we can
acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book
Politics, Gender, and the Islamic Past: The Legacy of 'A'isha bint Abi Bakr. You can more attractive than



now.
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