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"Colbert has long been celebrated as Louis X1V's minister of finance, trade, and industry. More recently, he
has been viewed as his minister of culture and propaganda. In this lively and persuasive book, Jake Soll has
given us athird Colbert, the information manager."

---Peter Burke, University of Cambridge

"Jacob Soll gives us aroad map drawn from the French state under Colbert. With a stunning attention to
detail Colbert used knowledge in the service of enhancing

roya power. Jacob Soll's scholarship isimpeccable and his story long

overdue and compelling.”

---Margaret Jacab, University of California, Los Angeles

"Nowadays we all know that information is the key to power, and that the masters of information rule the
world. Jacob Soll teaches us that Jean-Baptiste Colbert had grasped this principle three and a half centuries
ago, and used it to construct a new kind of state. Thisimaginative, erudite, and powerfully written book re-
creates the history of libraries and archivesin early modern Europe, and ties them in a novel and convincing
way to the new statecraft of Europe's absolute monarchs.”

---Anthony Grafton, Princeton University

"Brilliantly researched, superbly told, and timely, Soll's story is crucial for the history of the modern state.”
---Keith Baker, Stanford University

When Louis X1V asked his minister Jean-Baptiste Colbert---the man who was to oversee the building of
Versailles and the Royal Academy of Sciences, as well as the navy, the Paris police force, and French
industry---to build a large-scal e administrative government, Colbert created an unprecedented information
system for political power. In The Information Master, Jacob Soll shows how the legacy of Colbert's
encyclopedic tradition lies at the very center of the rise of the modern state and was a precursor to industrial
intelligence and Internet search engines.

Soll'sinnovative look at Colbert's rise to power argues that his practice of collecting knowledge originated
from techniques of church scholarship and from Renaissance Italy, where merchants recognized the power to
be gained from merging scholarship, finance, and library science. With his connection of interdisciplinary
approaches---regarding accounting, state administration, archives, libraries, merchant techniques,
ecclesiastical culture, policing, and humanist pedagogy---Soll has written an innovative book that will
redefine not only the history of the reign of Louis X1V and information science but also the study of political
and economic history.

Jacket illustration: Jean Baptiste Colbert (1619-1683), Philippe de Champaigne, 1655, The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Gift of the Wildenstein Foundation, Inc., 1951 (51.34). Photograph © 2003 The



Metropolitan Museum of Art.
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From reader reviews:
Nathan Jackson:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asit is known to us
that book is very important for us. The book The Information Master: Jean-Baptiste Colbert's Secret State
Intelligence System (Cultures of Knowledge in the Early Modern World) seemed to be making you to know
about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
publication The Information Master: Jean-Baptiste Colbert's Secret State Intelligence System (Cultures of
Knowledge in the Early Modern World) is not only giving you far more new information but also for being
your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship with the book The Information Master: Jean-Baptiste Colbert's Secret State
Intelligence System (Cultures of Knowledge in the Early Modern World). Y ou never experience lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Brent Thompson:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
conseguently. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
facts. When you read areserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various waysto
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Information
Master: Jean-Baptiste Colbert's Secret State Intelligence System (Cultures of Knowledge in the Early
Modern World), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

David Smith:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Information Master: Jean-
Baptiste Colbert's Secret State Intelligence System (Cultures of Knowledge in the Early Modern World)
publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question The Information Master: Jean-
Baptiste Colbert's Secret State Intelligence System (Cultures of Knowledge in the Early Modern World) as
good book not only by the cover but also by content. Thisis one publication that can break don't ascertain
book by itsinclude, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already aerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Ann Conley:

Guideis one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also



native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book The Information Master: Jean-Baptiste Colbert's Secret State Intelligence System (Cultures of
Knowledge in the Early Modern World) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
Being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life with that book The Information Master: Jean-Baptiste Colbert's Secret
State Intelligence System (Cultures of Knowledge in the Early Modern World). Y ou can more inviting than
NOW.
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