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In 1830, Experience "Speedy" Goodrich died after undergoing an abortion in Burlington, Vermont. This
tragedy and the resulting inquiry provide the foundation for Jeffrey D. Marshall's meticulously researched
first novel. From the vibrant intellectual life of the University of Vermont to the public outcry over grave-
robbing medical students in search of subjects for dissection, and from the progressive social movements of
the day to the commercial bustle of a thriving inland port, Marshall offers a compelling portrait of the city
and the era. Speedy's death and the subsequent inquest are described by three narrators: Charles Daggett, a
student at the UVM medical school who is accused of procuring - and some say actually performing - the
abortion; Stephen Decatur Parker, an undergraduate who is drafted to serve as scribe for the inquest into
Goodrich's death; and Nancy Goodrich Proctor, the sister of the deceased. Daggett and Proctor were real,
while Parker is entirely fictional. Marshall gives them distinct and compelling voices as they recount the
events of the tragedy and its personal consequences for each of them. The 1830s were a time of great social,
political, and religious upheaval. As in our own time, abortion, religious fundamentalism, and civil liberties
were topics of heated debate. Marshall places Speedy Goodrich's story in the context of these enduring
controversies in a work of fiction that is both dramatic and historically plausible.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Inquest (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England).

Emma Peterson:

The feeling that you get from The Inquest (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) is the more deep
you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but The Inquest (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having that The Inquest (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New
England) instantly.

Judith Bryant:

Why? Because this The Inquest (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Steve Pinson:

Beside this The Inquest (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) in your phone, it may give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have The Inquest (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with



read it from at this point!
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