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Child abuse policy in the United States contains dangerous contradictions, which have only intensified as the
public slowly accepted it as a middle class problem. One contradiction is the rapidly expanding child abuse
industry (made up of enterprising psychotherapists and attorneys) which is consuming enormous resources,
while thousands of poor children are seriously injured or killed, many while being "protected" by public
agencies. This "rediscovery" has also led to the frenzied pursuit of offenders, resulting in the sacrifice of
some innocent people. Moreover, the media's focus on the sensational details of high-visibility sexual abuse
cases has helped to trivialize, if not commercialize, the child abuse problem. As such, child abuse has gone
from a social problem to a social spectacle.

By the 1980s the child welfare system had become a virtual "nonsystem," marked by a staggering turnover
of staff, unmanageable caseloads, a severe shortage of funding, and caseloads composed of highly
dysfunctional families (many with drug-related problems). To make room for these families, public agencies
rationed services by increasingly screening-out child abuse reports which contained little likelihood of
serious bodily harm.

In The Politics of Child Abuse in America, the authors argue that child abuse must be viewed as a public
safety problem. This redefinition would make it congruent with other family-based social trends, including
the crackdown on domestic violence. Children must have the same legal protection currently extended to
physically and sexually abused women. This can be done by creating a "Children's Authority," which would
have the overall charge for protecting children. Specifically, Children's Authorities would have the
responsibility for providing the six main functions of child protection: investigation, enforcement, placement
services, prevention and education, family support, and research and development.

Offering a unique perspective on the cold reality of this crisis, The Politics of Child Abuse in America will be
a provocative work for social workers and human service personnel, as well as the general reader concerned
with this timely issue.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Redus:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The Politics of Child Abuse in America (Child
Welfare: A Series in Child Welfare Practice, Policy, and Research) will make you to be smarter. You can
feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading any
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or suited book with you?

George Hughes:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Politics of Child Abuse in America
(Child Welfare: A Series in Child Welfare Practice, Policy, and Research) is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Charles Shin:

The guide with title The Politics of Child Abuse in America (Child Welfare: A Series in Child Welfare
Practice, Policy, and Research) has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain
after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Norma Brier:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be read. The Politics of Child Abuse in America (Child Welfare: A Series in Child Welfare Practice, Policy,
and Research) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short time
problems.
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